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North West Regional Progression Network in Art and Design           

NEWSLETTER TWO 

January 2009



EDITORIAL

This is the second North West Regional Progression Network Newsletter. In the first it was stated that the key aims of the RPN was to promote and extend opportunities for individuals from the North West region as they progress through all levels of education in art and design. This includes progression from school to FE, FE to HE, from undergraduate to postgraduate studies and across all aspects of the creative and cultural industries through the provision of relevant continuing professional opportunities. Our concern is to facilitate regional progression opportunities through the establishment of points of connection.  

The purpose of the Newsletter is to engage as many people as possible in our activities. It will disseminate ideas raised at events and meetings, publicise our activities and projects and invite participation, ensuring that all information relating to direct progression arrangements are shared and updated.

This Newsletter follows a similar pattern and provides an update of the development of progression arrangements as well as commentaries on RPN events that have taken place. 

There is now a very clear and well-tested model for progression arrangements. This model is derived from the original Accreditation approach that involved Foundation Art and Design programmes, but has been adjusted and extended so that it is capable of involving students from other Level Three programmes.

The main RPN event was the Reflective Stories exhibition held in the Holden Gallery at MMU in November-December 2008. This proved to be very successful attracting a large and wide ranging audience from all levels of art and design education. In fact, Reflective Stories was used by A4 (Association for Advice and Support in Art and Design) for a seminar day: Reflective Journals: Enabling a creative dialogue. In addition, there were two related teachers workshops – Writing the Life Class (Experiments in reflective writing) and Drawing the Essay (Experiments in reflective drawing).

There have been a number of developments in projects relating to CPD. Some of these have been completed while others are still in the planning stage.

As in the first Newsletter Editorial we think it will be appropriate to highlight some of the issues we will all need to address over the next few months.

Future of RPN

The current GMSA Special Project funding runs out early in 2009. The final GMSA funded event will be the meeting at CUBE on 20. March. From this point, what we have called Regional Progression Network will divide into two sections. The progression agreements that have been established through the RPN will continue to be co-ordinated and monitored by staff from the participating institutions, in particular MMU and Salford. The wider remit of the RPN will be taken on by Artists and Education who will be bidding for additional funding. This will be known as RPN Projects.

RPN projects

As mentioned above, Artists and Education will manage RPN projects.  These are events that bring, Schools, Colleges, Universities and Industry professionals together through exhibitions, CPD and seminars.  The next event will be the Drawing seminar at The Cube on the 20th of March.  At this event, artists will talk about how they approached the task of drawing an essay. This event is the precursor to a curated exhibition at the end of the year that will include drawings from individuals from across the Progression Network (school-professionals).  If anyone is interested in hosting the exhibition or wants to get involved please contact sam@artistsandeducation.org  

Sharing of best practices

This is still an important issue for all of us involved with the RPN. The Reflective Stories project provides an example of how it might be possible to provide opportunities to share processes and products. It is anticipated that the work of RPN Projects will follow up on Reflective Stories with regional projects and events that will encourage cross sector participation and provide opportunities for discussion and debate.

Continued responsiveness to issues facing Foundation Art and Design
In the last Newsletter we raised this as being of fundamental interest to the RPN.

Debates around the continued future of Foundation emerged again. It was recognised that because of it being driven by reductions in funding we have little control over it, so we have to be pro-active collectively (not reactive) to respond to change and also be prepared for it. We need to be considering how to establish alternative models and progression routes now.

More recently it has emerged that the proposed changes to the UCAS timetable could prove to be an additional problem to the diagnostic function of FAD. We think it is important that the RPN plays its part in providing a forum for the debates around these problems and as a consequence, a large part of this year’s annual RPN event will focus on issues relating to UCAS timetable changes.
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North West Regional Progression Network into Art and Design

An Update on the new model

On November the 13th staff at Salford and MMU held an event for colleagues from the feeder routes that make up the regional progression network, to update on changes made to the scheme.

An updated draft handbook was circulated in which a new timetable for the annual cycle was included and discussed. A new draft agreement was also circulated, to be signed by all partners once the Handbook is finalised. 

Additions to the cycle are:

· An improved annual monitoring of the progression of students through Higher Education, which will feed in to the development of new initiatives.

· More extensive opportunity made for staff to attend interviews as observers, especially new staff members or representatives from the course teams of new partners. 

· More co ordination of approach form Salford and MMU with a parallel admissions experience in both institutions.

· An opportunity to increase the route from which students can be progressed, through negotiation with courses.

· An annually updated online handbook within which changes made within FE or HE institutions can be reflected quickly.

In January special Open days have been held at MMU and Salford where regional staff and students have been given an opportunity to see in some depth what the learning experience would be if they were to progress into HE and to meet the staff who would be teaching them.

A model of the progression cycle will be included in the new handbook to illustrate the benefits of the network and to demonstrate the opportunity to be part of its further development.

As the changes to admissions proposed for 2010 emerge and become finalised the model will shift and respond to those changes of timing and adjust its scope to accommodate the new cycle. Staff will be notified once decisions on timings have been reached.

REFLECTIVE STORIES: 

Using sketchbooks and journals in art, design and related subjects

Holden Gallery

Grosvenor Building

Manchester School of Art 

Faculty of Art and Design
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Reflective Stories opened by Professor Simon Lewis

PVC and Professor of Painting at Nottingham Trent University
Reflective Stories was an exhibition that brought together examples of journal/sketchbook work from school-children, students from FE and HE, research students and professional practitioners in art, design, media and other related subject areas. The exhibition showed the ways in which artists and designers reveal their thinking and critical reflections on their work through their sketchbook or journal. Selected pages from each sketchbook/journal was recorded and presented in a storyboard pattern re-creating a sense of the dynamics of creative thinking and personal reflection. 

The exhibition included examples of sketchbook/journal practices from school children from Manchester and Salford, students from Foundation Art and Design and National Diploma programmes from across the North West, undergraduate and post graduate students of art, design, media and creative writing from MMU and Salford, and a range of examples of sketchbooks/journals from professional practitioners including painters, textile artists, graphic designers, industrial designers, media artists, jewellers, ceramicists, glass artists, novelists, poets, composers, scientists and archaeologists.

Reflective Stories used material from the recently created RPN Archive of sketchbooks and journals that is one of the outcomes of a Greater Manchester Strategic Alliance Special Project. It is possible to use material form this archive. Details from Artists and Education aandesara@artistsandeducation.org 

Reflective Stories Symposium

Wednesday 10. December

This event provided an opportunity for anyone interested in sketchbooks and journals – both as art works in their own right or as essential tools in processes of critical reflection – to discuss and debate issues raised by the Reflective Stories exhibition. A panel of practitioners whose work featured in the show led the symposium:

Professor Anne Grebby

Professor David Crow

Alice Kettle

Discussion centred around the following themes:

What are sketchbooks and journals for – what is their function or purpose?

How are sketchbooks / journals used in/as professional practice?

How are sketchbooks / journals used in student learning?

How do we make judgements of quality when a sketchbook/journal is assessed?

How sketchbooks / journals are used as feature of critical reflection.

What might be considered appropriate or even genuine when we keep a sketchbook / journal, establishing a sense of the authentic.
The ways in which the written, the visual and their combination as hybrid texts are used in sketchbooks / journals. 

The sketchbook / journal as an art object in its own right introducing considering the aesthetics of reflexivity – the visual appeal of sketchbooks and journals.
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Writing the Life Class

Experiments in Reflective Writing

A workshop led by poet and writer Mandy Coe

The purpose of this session was to consider ways of extending approaches to the use of writing in sketchbooks and journals.

The workshop was held in the life room at MMU on Thursday 22. January.

A couple of key issues were raised through the event:

· Need to emphasise the significance of the private or personal dimension of the journal. Even when there is a need to submit the journal to public scrutiny – through assessment for example – the sense of a private document should be maintained.

· Need to ensure that writing is used to examine and describe detail – an accumulative process of interrogating experience through a progressive study of detail and then closer detail.

· Wonder about what happens when an approach based on a sense of a personal investigation of the detail of experience is used in a professional, discipline – based context – we inevitably respond as painters, graphic designers etc. not simply through a pure personal reaction.
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FORTHCOMING EVENT

North West Regional Progression Network Annual Meeting

At CUBE 

113 – 115 Portland Street

Manchester

Friday 20. March 2009

2.00 – 4.00

Regional Progression Network Forum



Update on progression model




RPN future developments
 - Project Space (a regional display case for students)
 - Future Foundation ( Student Network Projects supported      

   by a web-site)
 - Second Life Regional Art School
Progression Issues: Impact of UCAS changes 

4.30 – 6.30

What is Reflective Drawing?




How to draw an essay

Presentations by a panel of artists and designers and Discussion
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